Equipment Gives Students an Environmental Lesson

An environmental lesson that students at Mahomet-Seymour High | Some 70 students used the parts washer in shop classes this
School (MSHS) are learning should reap benefits for years to come. past school year. There are more than 800 students at MSHS.
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according to Lndi Kocher, based parts washer developed by the Waste | the system on a four-week trial basis. He said the response
Agriculture  Instructor at Management & Research Center and now after using it has been tremendous and Solvent Systems now
MSHS. She teaches a 0€ingusedin the school. has orders for the system from several major corporations and
variety of shop classes the government.

including power mechanics, mechanization, and Ag Business

operations. “These students will be among those who will show the

immense potential of this system in management of
Kocher said the students have been impressed with how well the new | chemicals,” said Rundell. “It has stopped the use of certain
washer works. And it has let students see that there are | hazardous chemicals in the process of cleaning parts.”
environmentally friendly ways to do a job. The “Grease Gator’ is
equipped with a special separator device that diverts the oil that is | WMRC is a division of the lllinois Department of Natural
cleaned off the parts into a collection reservoir. The collected oil is | Resources. Its headquarters is on the campus of the
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environment in future years. One E. Hazelwood Drive, Champaign, lllinois 61820
(217) 333-8940 Fax (217) 333-8944

This future benefit is what | www.wmrc.uiuc.edu

"The students have been Solvent Systems had in
impressed with how well mind when it donated the

ol h ; parts washer, according to
the new washer works. Steve Rundell, company
And it has let students president. He said
see that there are envi- sometimes industry is slow
ronmentally friendly to implement change as
ways to do a job", said vt ih'ni new  parts
Linda Kocher, Agricul- washing system.
ture Instructor at MSHS. “Our approach was to give it
to the next generation and
show them how well it works,” said Rundell.

Kocher said the “Grease Gator” has had the added benefit of getting
students involved in good discussions of the environment. Students
have been thinking about where waste products go after they are used.

“Students have made the comment that it never even crossed their
minds about how chemicals are disposed of,” Kocher said. “It has been
a very good learning experience for students.”

She said it has lead students into other efforts to recycle products at the
school.
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